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at a second poem; but his stock of ideas was exhausted
and he was obliged to take leave.

The fact that two of her sons had openly sided with Tayti
increased the old lady's terror and despair. All she could
now think of was to spirit the girl away from Tsukushi
as rapidly and secretly as possible. She besought the
other son, Bugo no Suke, to devise some means of conducting
the girl to Kyoto ; but Bugo no Suke answered: ' I wish I
could; but I do not see how it is to be done. There is
not a soul on the island who will help me. We three used
to hang together in old times; but now they say I am
Tayu's enemy and will have nothing to do with me. And
with Tayu against one it is a difficult thing in these parts
to stir hand or foot, let alone take passage for several persons
in an out-going ship. I might find I was doing Lady
Tamakatsura a very ill turn. . . /

But though no one had told the girl of what was going
on, she somehow or other seemed to know all about it She
was in a state of the wildest agitation, and Bugo no Suke
heard her declare in tones of the utmost horror that she
intended to take her own life rather than accept the fate
which was in store for her. Bugo was certain that this was
no empty threat, and by a tremendous effort he managed
to collect a sum sufficient to cover the expenses of the
journey* His mother, now getting on in years, was deter-
mined not to end her days in Tsukushi. But she was grow-
ing very infirm, and it would be impossible for her to
accompany them did not one of her daughters consent to
come and look after her. The younger sister, Ateki, had
been married for several years; but Bugo no Suke prevailed
upon her at last to abandon her home and take charge of their
mother on the journey. The elder sister had been mamecl
much longer; her family was already large and it was
obviously impossible for her to get away. The travellers